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HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY BILL PATON.  PRESIDENT OF THE VWSDA 

 
Bill was born on the 16th of May 1942 at Koroit and was the 2nd born and oldest son in a family of 12. His love for dogs 
started when stray dogs would “follow” him home from school only to be sent back with him the next day. Push bikes 
and horses were their only means of transport. A family friend would come and take both Bill and his brother Mac to 
local shows where they became well known for jumping their horses in pairs. 
 

As a 13-year-old the local stock agent approached Bill to 
work at the Koroit saleyards each week penning up cattle 
and that was when he left school. The agent would send him 
and his 2 dogs Pouncer and Mate to bring cattle into the 
sale yards the day before market day. At times he had up to 
50 head of cattle from 15 different farms and had to 
remember when penning them who they belonged to. 
Sometimes there would be 4 to 5 bulls amongst the cattle 
that would fight all the way to the yards. Cattle that were 
purchased on the day had to be delivered the following day. 
Bill would leave at daybreak and travel with the cattle up to 
35 miles to hand them over to the new owner. 
 
He became well known for his ability with stock and was 
always being sort after by local farmers to yard their stock. 
This led to him being asked along with his brother Mac to 
herd kangaroos along a fence at Kirkstall, where people 
would pay money to see them up close. This money was 
donated to the Koroit hospital. They also yarded kangaroos 

into stock yards to load them onto a truck to be taken to the Melbourne and Adelaide zoos. Their method was to grab 
them by the tail and “steer” them up into the trucks. Bill often says how game or silly they must have been to do this as 
young lads. 
 Bill joined the Koroit Urban Fire Brigade where he was appointed Lieutenant and held that position for many years. He 
was also a part of a very successful running team in competitions at annual demonstrations which were held throughout 
the state. Bill competed in the Hampton Marshall competitions until the age of 50. A certificate of Appreciation was 
presented to him from the Victorian Urban Fire Brigade for his services and was made an Honorary Life Member of the 
Hampton Fire Brigade Association. 
 
After marrying Dorothy in 1962 they moved to a share farm in Grassmere where Gary and Janet were born after which 
they moved to a bigger farm in Kirkstall. From there they moved to Toolong where Wayne was born, and they still live 
there to this day. Toolong is where Bill’s love of Jersey cows originated. He travelled to New Zealand to buy foundation 
cows for the Moynalla Stud. 
 
Showing was a big part of his life, travelling to the Adelaide and Melbourne Royal Shows winning Champion Jersey at 
Adelaide then 10 days later winning Reserve Champion Jersey at Melbourne, a feat that had never been done before. 
Local shows were also competed in with great success. Bill would often stay up all night to ensure his cattle drank and 
ate enough to produce sufficient milk for judging the next day. Bill became known as a fair and honest judge and when 
he finished showing his cattle, he was in demand to judge at many shows. 
 
An annual sale was held on the farm from 1979 – 1993 to sell excess of in calf heifers and yearling bulls. They were 
present in show condition and paraded into the sale ring. A stud stock manager would travel from New Zealand to take 
part in the sale each year so he could talk about the pedigrees from the sale box. The sales and showing ceased when 
the herd numbers needed to increase. A rotary dairy was built, and Wayne bought his herd home with both herds still 
being milked today. Family have always worked on the farm from sons and now grandsons  
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Bill joined the Koroit Agricultural Society becoming president and was made a life member.  In 1979 in conjunction with 
the society they ran the first 1-day dog trial. After the success of this trial the number of days was increased until 1988 
when the trial become the Koroit Sheepdog Trial in its own right, raising money for the Koroit Hospital to be used for 
much needed equipment. 
 
In 2006 the trial was moved to the Gardens Oval in Port Fairy with Moyne Health Services becoming the beneficiary. 
Since moving The Commonwealth Championship trial to Port Fairy it has become known as one of the top trials in 
Australia. Bill is very passionate about the Trans-Tasman course of which he had a part in designing. This competition is 
held most nights of the weeklong trial. 
 
Bill has spent many years judging trials in every state and travelled to New Zealand with the Australian team.  He has 
judged the Wayleggo Cup 6 times but is just as proud to judge a little country trial.  
 
The VWSDA council appointed Bill in 1991 and he has served continuously since rarely missing a meeting despite a long 
trip to Melbourne. He has made a great contribution to the association with sound advice and willingness to help any 
member. He was appointed President on 26th October 2014 and still holds that position today. Bill was presented with a 
life membership of the VWSDA as well as holding a life membership of the NSW Association.  
In 2013 the CCSDT committee introduced the Australian Dog of the Year competition after Bill proposed this event to 
the committee. This event has become very popular with each state rep competing for this prestigious award which Bill 
is very proud of.  
 
Other events he enjoys is the training days held at Cressy to help interested people that want become triallers, he also 
helps to run a number of trials at Cressy each year. Bill enjoys travelling to trials and meeting people the same interests. 
In 2004 Bill was interviewed on George Negus Tonight on the ABC. Bill told him that you get a real bond with your dogs, 
and they know exactly what they will do for you. You know they are very loyal to you, and you know the old saying is “a 
man’s best friend” – there’s no doubt about that. I don’t think I could live without a dog. 
 
George Negus: “Bill doesn’t like his dogs much, does he?”  
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Presidents Report 

 
Hello to all Australian members. 
 
We are entering into something of a normal trialing season, all be it with Covid still present. 
 
It is positive to be contemplating the upcoming Supreme and Test Series at Campbell Town, Tasmania in October. At a 
special meeting held in May, Tasmania put forward a positive letter and case for the event which was greeted with 
unanimous support by all state delegates. 
 
By the time this newsletter goes to print/air all states will have selected their reps and after much discussion we can trial 
a selection system which hopefully will give us a team with current form. However, win, lose or draw, remember every 
worker gives their best on the day and such is the nature of our sport, one errant sheep may decide a test team or 
indeed a test series. The new format of three tests, hopefully may even this situation out. 
 
Sponsorship- The economy is clearly going to face some challenging times. All sponsors have a right to expect a return 
on their contribution. It beholds all members to be grateful for the support we get and not expect dog food, cash etc. as 
a right. We stand on a slippery slope. 
 
Insurance- Nobody is falling over themselves to cover us at any price. We may not like waivers and restrictions, however 
no cover will mean no dog trials. It is that simple. So, like it or not we will have to co-operate with the conditions placed 
upon us. I would like to place on record the challenging work and diligence of our secretary Joy Williams in following this 
matter up. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Tasmania and in the meantime safe and enjoyable trialing. 
 
Regards, 
Michael Grant 
 

 
 
Western Australia’s Presidents Report 
 
Here in WA, we thought we would get through Covid19 without disruption to our trialling. However, the Stirling clubs’ 
trial in May had to be cancelled because some of their limited workforce contracted the virus. 
From now on we will be able to trial every second week through to October. 
 
It is great to see new members having a go in the encourage events, for the future of the sport we need to support and 
welcome these people. 
 
Hope you all have fun and success on the trial ground, 
Rod Forsyth. 
  

ASDWA COMMITTEE 

 

PRESIDENT: Michael Grant 
Mobile: 0447 931 315 
Email: gms198@dodo.com.au 

SECRETARY: Joy Williams 
Mobile: 0418 759 056 
Email: asdwasecretary@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: Jon Cantrall 
Mobile: 0427 129 779 
Email: wongaburra01@outlook.com.au 

TREASURER: Simone Cross 
Mobile: 0438 370 235 
Mobile: asdwatreasurer@gmail.com 
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Queensland’s President’s Report 
 
It’s been a very successful year for trialling in Queensland!  This year we have seen an increase in competitors and 
entries at most of our trials. It’s been great to see a large number of new members attending trials throughout QLD. 
 
The majority of Queensland is having an outstanding season. Unfortunately, we lost Longreach and Barcaldine trials at 
the last moment due to the wet weather. The balance of our Western Run went ahead with many interstate trailers 
attending these trials. 
I would like to thank each of our trial committees for the effort they have made to ensure that every trial was a great 
success. Congratulations to our 2022 QLD Reps heading to the Australian Supreme in October, Geoff Gibson with 
“Gibson’s Col” and Dale Formosa with “Shaundar Lately” 
 
And finally, a big thankyou to our major sponsor DogPro Plus for their continued support of sheep dog trials. Your 
support in truly appreciated and we look forward to working with you next year. 
 
Thank you, 
Barry Knight 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Victoria’s President’s Report 

 

We are halfway through the year and there is no doubt that it is Winter. The weather has been very cold everywhere for 

the past few weeks.  We ran 2 field trials in May, entries were slightly down on last year. Congratulations to Josh 

Marshall from NSW for winning the Victorian Championship with Wondara Jazz. Michael Deppeler’s dog (Deppeler’s 

Molly) won the Captain Payne and the Cressy Trial. Congratulations to Michael and Molly. 

 

The selection trial was held on 18th June and the VWSDA’s Patron, David Hines came equal first with Ken Jelbart with 

Barry Paton not far behind. It was a great couple of days. We now look forward to David and Ken representing our State 

at the Supreme in Tasmania. We have two new trials coming up, both will run the Trans-Tasman course and also a Trans-

Tasman Training run by Conor McConnell and Kelly Hodgson on the 30th-31st July at Cressy Recreation. The first is to be 

held at the Edenhope Showground, and the date is the 12th-14th August. Southwest Sheepdog Club will hold their trial 

this year at Port Fairy Showground in September on the 15th-18th September.  I encourage everyone to support these 

trials and congratulate Southwest Sheepdog Club on putting on these trials.  

 

Bill Paton 

 

 
 

South Australia’s President’s Report 

 

The first half of the year has been very good in South Australia. We have had great entries with plenty of spectators. At 
our Strathalbyn trial, our State held a new class called the young handler competition. In this trial competitors must be 
under the age of 21 and may use any dog from any class. This proved to be very popular with the spectators. Hopefully 
this will encourage future competitors. 
We are looking forward to the rest of the year and wish all the success to Tasmania in hosting the Supreme Australian 
Championships in October. 
 
Anthony Ireland 
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Tasmania’s President’s Report 
 
Hello and welcome from Tasmania, I would just like to briefly introduce myself, as many of the readers would have no 
idea who I am.  I am relatively new to dog trialling, having purchased a pup, and with the help of TWSDA members, 
trained Bluey to enter the daunting world of dog trialling. 
 
Despite Covid interference we managed to get to a few trials, and I was hooked. 
 
I was elected President of the TWSDA in 2022 and with the help of the executive and a supportive Supreme Committee 
will be hosting the 2022 Supreme at Campbell Town.   In my previous life, I have experience as a top-level sportsman 
and many years’ experiences in sports promotion.    
 
My aim as President is to be approachable and to be there for all members regardless of their experience or expertise.  
We are an isolated state with a small membership base and only a positive friendly approach will grow the sport and 
make it accessible, inclusive, and enjoyable for all interested dog workers.   There needs to be more to the sport than a 
“win at all costs” attitude and social ties and friendship from participation in dog trailing is more important than 
winning.  Often in this day and age country life is quite isolating and a dog trail may be the only day out for some of our 
members especially aging members.   
 
The TWSDA relies on the wonderful volunteers that generously donate their time to assist with a wide variety of tasks 
from running small trials to a Supreme.  I ask that we all show appreciation for the time and work given by the 
volunteers and be respectful and supportive. 
I look forward to meeting many of you in Tasmania in 2022 at the Supreme and please come up and introduce yourself.   
 
Kind Regards, 
Max Rainsford 
 
 
 

 
 
New South Wales’s President’s Report 
 
NSW is finally getting back to our normal trialling calendar with many of our affiliated clubs holding trials for the first time 
in a few years after 2 years of Covid and several years of drought before that. 
 
I would like to thank those clubs that did manage to host a trial during these difficult times and to the clubs that had been 
unable to and have made the effort to come back better than ever this year.  
We have a busy trial calendar coming up with Hawkesbury (Sydney) towards the end of July and then 4 trials in August 
and 3 trials in September. It would be a great time for local trialler’s and interstate members to travel to these trials in 
NSW & all the dates are on the NSWSDWI website. 
 
NSWSDWI would like to thank John Camilleri and Dogpro for their continued support of sheepdog trialling in NSW and 
across mainland Australia.  
 
This is a timely reminder to support our sponsors whenever we can by purchasing and promoting their products and when 
taking photos at trials to try and include sponsorship signage etc in these pictures, and any good pictures would be great 
if you could send them to the secretaries for use in our newsletters and we can forward them onto our sponsors. 
 
Happy trialling, 
Nick Rya 
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The Australian Sheepdog Workers Association Inc. 

           
                   President -- Michael Grant P.O. Box 29 Westbury. TAS 7303                               mob 0447 931 315 
                   Vice President – Jon Cantrall 28L Lonsdale Rd Dubbo NSW 2830                        mob 0427 129 779 
                   Secretary – Mrs Joy Williams Po Box 2524 Nerang DC QLD  4211                        mob 0418 759 056 
                   Treasurer – Mrs Simone Cross Po Box 577 Strathalbyn SA 5255                          mob 0438 370 235 

 
Minutes of General Meeting held by Teleconference Wednesday 16 February 2022  

President Michael Grant Opened meeting at 7.20 
Present: Michael Grant (President) Jon Cantrall (Vice President) Simone Cross (Treasurer) Joy Williams (Secretary)  
Delegates:   VIC Bill Paton & Jean Moir                   TAS Lee Jamison & Bernard McGlashan 

QLD Barry Knight & Tony Jackson      NSW Nick Ryan & Mick Hudson   
SA Stefan Cross & Anthony Ireland    WA Rod Forsyth & Gordon Curtis 

Observers: Paul Darmody, Lance Clifford, Barb Kessler, Ken Jelbart, Anne Wherry, Jess Macleod, Josh Marshal, Grant Cooke.  
Special Guest: John Camilleri (Hypro) 
Apologies: Nil  
Correspondence: Inward and Outward. Moved Joy Williams That the Inward be received, and the Outward be endorsed. 
Seconded NSW Carried  
Business arising from Correspondence: President Michael Grant addressed the reasoning for the letter dated 12 December 
2022 sent out to all States.  
Re: breach of contract connected to the Koriot Tral. VIC Felt that the ASDWA should not have gotten involved. 
The ASDWA felt that the breach could have had a detrimental effect to all contracts with Hypro. Also, the letter from NSW 
dated 7 February 2022 was addressed. 
 Michael Grant introduced John Camilleri (Managing Director of Hypro) acknowledged all state delegates by name. John stated 
that he is very much aware of the ongoing dissention within the states. His passion, ongoing support and commitment, to the 
ASDWA and the States is ongoing. He acknowledges Bill Paton for his handling of the Koriot issue. Allison Burrell for her 
dedication to Hypro and our sport. Mick Hudson as his ambassador and his ongoing success in the trial arena.  
Re contracts, are there for the taking, this decision is up to the ASDWA and the States Bodies to take them or leave them.  
John left the meeting reminding us of his ongoing support, and passion for our sport.  
Minutes form of Previous Phone Hook-up 27 October 2022: As true and correct. Moved WA Seconded VIC Carried. Business 
Arising from Previous Minutes: NIL  
Treasurers Report: Opening Balance: $64,196.35. Total Income: $31,299.90. Total Expenditure: $20,151.35. Term Deposit1: 
$14,577.06. Term Deposit 2: $15,543.55. Balance of Funds: $75,344.90. Simone Cross Moved that her report be accepted as 
true and accurate. Seconded SA Carried.  
General Business: Appointment of Test Captain for the Tasmanian Supreme. TAS suggesting too early to select. Appoint at 
Mid-year meeting.  
Appointment of Test Judge/Manager. TAS suggesting waiting until the state representatives are selected. Meeting agreed.  
Appointment of Supreme Judges. TAS to approach Mick Rigby and Gary White as they were the preferred Judges form 2021.  
Reserve Judge. TAS asking for Profiles on Jon Cantrall and Phillip Swain. Confirmation at next phone hook-up. NSW Querying 
time frames for ferry bookings with ventilated deck space.  
Supreme Report. Confirmation of dates and lead up trials. Everything on track. Email to be sent all states re dates of all lead up 
and follow-on trails, bookings etc by Joy.  
Newsletter. Sending out by email well received, along with the odd one being posted to those who do not have emails.  
Closing Dates. Reminding All States to be more mindful of due dates. Also, that all requests to the Secretary must come 
through formal channels. 
 VIC requested an apology from the ASDWA re the Koriot issue. Michael has agreed to put something in writing. TAS 
Suggested that more information from meetings etc get passed on to the Affiliates and the General members.  
 
Meeting Closed 8.15pm Next Meeting June 22nd, 2022 (to be confirmed).  
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The Australia Sheepdog Worker Association Inc 
Minutes of Special Meeting held by Teleconference Wednesday 4th May 2022 

 
Present Executive = President Michael Grant = Vice Jon Cantrall = Treasurer Simone Cross = Secretary Joy Williams 
Delegates =   NSW Paul Darmody & Jon Cantall      TAS Max Rainsford & Lance Clifford 
   QLD Barry Knight & Tony Jackson      SA Anthony Ireland & Stephan Cross 
   WA Rod Forsyth & Wayne Hall             VIC Bill Paton & Jess Macleod 
Observers = Martin Waddingham-Justin Pinner- Mary Southeran-Mathew Larner-Vicki Jones-Susan Young-Ken Jelbart 
Greg Campbell-Linda Mitchell-Jim O’Connell-Alison Burrell-Ann Wherry-Julie Birket-Mick Hudson-Kyliegh Victory 
Barb Kessler-Nick Ryan-Josh Marshal 

(NOTE= once the meeting started it was impossible to pick up who came in) 

Meeting opened at 7.00pm             Chaired by Michael Grant 
Michael stated that this meeting was held at the request of NSW and SA. He welcomed all observers and reminded them that 
they were not to participate in the discussions unless they were invited to. 
Discussions on Letters from NSW, SA and TAS 
Opened with NSW who expressed concerns re judges for the upcoming Supreme in Tasmania and that the ASDWA needs to 
step up and help Tasmania. 
(It was suggested in the February meeting that the Appointment of the Test Captain Test Judge and Manager wait until after 
the selection process had been completed. And that Mick Rigby and Gary White were the preferred judges to be confirmed at 
the next phone hook-up) 
NSW- queried possible numbers of competitors going to Tasmania. Michael informed the meeting that a questionnaire had 
been sent out to all states and numbers had been forwarded directly to Tasmania. 
SA feels that the ASDWA is not giving the states enough support. They acknowledge the letter from Tasmania was very well 
written.  Concerns with the booking process on the Spirt of Tasmania, due to lack of space. SA suggesting, we should have a 
meeting in May for discussions on the Supreme each year. 
TAS - Re boat bookings as late as Monday 2nd May there was not a problem, important to ring the 1800 number and not to 
book online.  
Martin Waddingham was appointed as the novice judge 2 years ago and is confirmed for this up and coming supreme.  
NSW- Will novice dogs be allowed to run in the supreme? 
TAS - The winner of the novice will be allowed to go forward, but there will not be enough time to run all novice dogs.  
SA- Will the judges for the last supreme be the same.  Gary White and Mick Rigby. 
Qld- suggested that the meeting ratify the supreme judges. All delegates agreed.  Passed. 
SA- asked if all reps would have been picked by the June meeting. 
As some of the states would not pick until early July it was decided to change the June meeting until  
 Wednesday 6th July 2022. 
TAS – who pays for the test/judge/manager. 
Simone stated the cost of running the supreme is up to the individual states the ASDWA give each state $5000.00. 
Supreme judges do get paid. 
NSW – who is liaising with New Zealand.    Michael has been in discussion with Pat but has suggested they go direct to Max 
and Lance.  Michael will still touch base with Pat. 
NSW – Suggested that the ASDWA help with advising on arrangements for Dogs and accommodation whilst in transit. 
Michael has stated that the New Zealand team will be well looked after. 
Jon asked who the contact person is for the supreme re queries.     Max Rainsford. 
TAS – suggesting that the Kiwis come in the Tuesday/Wednesday before and leave on the following Wednesday. 
All states have given their full support to Tasmania.  Wishing them well and to ask for help if they need it. 
TAS – thanked everyone for taking part in this phone hook-up. 
 
Meeting Closed 7.40pm                                       Next meeting Wednesday 6th July 2022 
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In Western Australia there has been a growth from new members interested in learning about sheepdog training, this has 
been seen with increased entries at three sheepdog trials as well as yard and utility trials. It is encouraging to see new 
traillers and their dogs being encouraged with established trailer giving guidance, advice, and training tip to assist 
newcomers, gain fundamental knowledge of sheep training, trialing, rules within a supportive, positive environment.  
 
Dogpro & State yard & Utility trial 2022 
 
Nigel Armstrong with dog of the year Yarralonga Scope (Utility &yard) 
Simon Leaning with Marionvale Chip won the Dogpro plus State Yard Event20 total score 183 points. 
Tara Herbert won the Patron’s trophy presented by Tony Boyle 
Joan Armstrong presented with life membership from the Mayanup club 
 
NOVICE YARD: Yarralonga Opal (K)=Alan Dunn, Marionvale Di =Simon Leaning, Ed(K)=Blake Robinson, Smallchange (K) 
=Alan Dunn, Ramulam Kick 9K) Blake Robinson 
IMPROVER YARD: Marionvale Di =Simon leaning, Ramulam Kick (K)=Blake Robinson, Ramulam Charlie(K)=Ken Atherton, 
Ramulam Secret (K)=Tanya DeBijl, Olboa DUDE =Harden Harris 
Open utility: Yarralonga Scope (K)=Nigel Armstrong, Ramulam Punch (K)=Ken Atherton, =3Ramulam Charlie (K)= Ken, 
Atherton, =3Ramulam Kick (K)=Blake Robinson, Kumbark Todd (K) =Rod Forsyth 
NOVICE UTILITY: Kumbark Todd 9K) =Rod Forsyth, =2Marionvale Di =Simon Leaning, =2Ramulam Kick (K) =Blake, 
Robinson, Grassvalley Hazel =Rod Forsyth, Marionvale Tess =Tara Herbert 
OPEN YARD: Marionvale Chip =(K) =Simon Leaning =2Nap (K) =Blake Robinson=2Yarralonga Scope (K)=Nigel Armstrong 
Yarralonga Roy (K) =Nigel Armstrong, Marionvale Lad =Simon Leaning 
PINGELLY TRIAL 
 
Peter Gorman presented with Dog of the year trophy by 
Rod Forsyth 
 
ENCOURAGE: Marionvale Possum (K) Sarah deBueger, 
Marionvale BO (K) Terry Martino, Amarillo Alfie Cathy 
Neale 
NOVICE: Nolans Shara =Rose Cassidy, Akoonah Roxie 
=Dave Lacey, Badgingarra=Neil Kristiansen, Marionvale 
Tess=Tara Herbert 
IMPROVER: Marionvale Di=Simon Leaning, Kumbark Ace 
(K) =Nan Lloyd, Pendalup Lucy =Peter Gorman 
Farnham Will=Dave Lacey 
OPEN: Brandshatch Tusker=Dave Lacey, Perangerry 
Trish=Ivan Solomon, Akoonah Holly=Dave Lacey 
=4 Badgingarra Fly=Grant Cook, =4 Kumbark Lexie (K) =Nan 
Lloyd 
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Running a COVIDSafe Sheepdog Trial 
 
From the Koroit Sheepdog Trial Committee 
 
It is the responsibility of the trial organiser to ensure that volunteers, competitors, supporters, and any independent traders (such as 
food and coffee vendors), understand and comply with COVIDSafe practices. Good signage and simple messages were key at the 
2022 Australian Sheepdog Championships to let everyone know what they needed to do to across a range of health and safety 
measures, including QR code check-in, face masks, regular cleaning and hygiene of spaces, and physical distancing requirements. 
 
“We realised early that to do safe outdoor activities at our trial, the thing to do is just spread things apart a little bit more than you 
usually would and try not to do higher risk activities ... like indoor meals or presentations,” Conor McConnell, Trial Coordinator says. 
“We also applied for and won a Victorian Government grant of $5,000, which was specifically for helping us comply with Covid 
requirements and to market the event to the public, to encourage them to attend.” 
 

TIP: Monitor state and local government announcements and websites about grants that your trial is eligible to apply for. Each state 
body could take a lead in keeping members informed of possible funding sources. 

 
Another key step is to have agreement on key aspects that must be considered when planning your trial. Having a good relationship 
with your local shire council is a crucial first step, as there will be requirements that your local council will have about the use of any 
facilities, parks, ovals or the like. Be aware of what these requirements are and keep the conversation going with any shire council 
officers, the more you and your committee can explain and educate council officials about the needs of your sheepdog trial, the 
better your outcomes will be. 
 
Another important step is to have a plan that focuses on safety, prevention, and response to ensure your event is COVIDSafe. Pulling 
off a safe and successful trial does require some forethought and basic common sense, as well as active communication with 
attendees. In Victoria, the VWSDA Secretary put together a template COVIDSafe Event Plan and Checklist and made this available to 
all members. Every state could do this to help trial committees to create a simple, straightforward plan. 
 

TIP: Keep your state body updated on requirements for your trial – get them to post updates on their website and social media so all 
members and potential competitors from interstate are kept updated about any changes to attendance requirements. 

 
Catering or a food service can make such a difference at a trial, creating a friendly and convivial atmosphere at certain points during 
your trial. At the 2022 Australian Sheepdog Championships, we decided to take all our catering/food service outdoors. In doing this 
we avoided having to comply with the indoor capacity limits, the vaccination requirements for indoor venues and the food 
handling/service requirements for indoor spaces. This enabled us to have a lunch every day of the trial, as well as a Top 20 dinner on 
the Saturday evening. It was a bit more effort, but we believe strongly that the additional work was worth it. We had fabulous 
community support, with loaned marquees, furniture, and food storage equipment, but again the grant we won also enabled us to 
purchase two additional large marquees, as our outdoor catering was a COVIDSafe measure. 
Serving food does throw up a few more aspects that need to be considered, both from a safe food handling aspect as well as 
COVIDSafe. Here are our simple tips: 
 

• All food served will be an individual serve. 

• All food will be served by assigned volunteers, no-one can self-dish. 

• Serving of food will be managed by a “railway process” i.e., there will be an appropriately distanced line of service that 

customers will progress along. 

• All food served will be placed on a table or counter for each customer to collect. There must be NO hand-to-hand service. 

• There will be volunteers serving food and at least one designated volunteer handling payment and cash. 

 
In our wash-up meeting after the 2022 Australian Sheepdog Championships, we talked about what worked well, and where we could 
improve for next year. Overall, the Koroit Sheepdog Committee members believed we had easily managed the COVIDSafe 
requirements, they weren’t onerous and basically doing things like social distancing and being mindful of good hygiene are part of 
normal life now. Truthfully, being better organised, having a simple, yet effective plan, writing down the things we had to do and 
informing every one of the COVID Safe requirements meant we all had a better volunteer experience. And it really isn’t rocket 
science! And we thank everyone who attended for doing the right thing to enable us to comply. 
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