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Introducing our new Vice President: Jon Cantrall 
 
I live in Dubbo, NSW. My wife Jackie and I both share the sheepdog bug so between us we have enough dogs, that when 
normal people ask how many we have, there is often a pause from us wondering if they will judge us or just accept the 
fact that some people have money, some people have nice cars, and people like us have sheepdogs!  
 
I have worked for Fire & Rescue NSW for 25 years now and have enjoyed trying to fill my spare time with something 
related to sheepdogs. 

 
I grew up in Sydney and moved to Mudgee in 2001 onto a 
small block which allowed me to get some sheep to start 
training my first sheepdog, Rex. I got this dog from Darcy 
Martin and had our first run Molong in 2002 (I am fairly 
sure we finished second in the encourage to the current 
NSW President Nick Ryan). 
I helped run the trial at Gulgong when I lived in Mudgee. 
At this point I should mention the two people that were 
extremely helpful and welcoming into this great sport we 
all love. Leo Selwyn and Ann Leonard taught me a 
mountain of stuff training Rex and other dogs that came 
along during those days. Training often led into dinner, so 
again, thanks for feeding me as well. Late 2005 I moved to 
Dubbo and the Dubbo Sheepdog Workers’ Club ran our 
first trial in 2006. 
 
A few years ago, I became a judge and have found 
another side of trialling that I enjoy as much as running 
my dogs. My judging highlight so far was judging the NSW 
Championships at Molong this year. In 2018 I had the 
privilege to hold the position of President of NSW 
Sheepdog Workers’ Association and that same year NSW 
hosted the Supreme at Hawkesbury Showground and we 
had the honour of having the team from New Zealand 

compete on our home soil. 
 
I now find myself Vice President for the ASDWA and I am honoured to be considered for the role. I want us to have a 
sport that will thrive into the future. I would like to still be trialling when I retire, and when I leave the sport, I would like 
to the sport still thriving through all of the challenging work people are doing now across Australia. 

 

 
ASDWA COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT: Michael Grant 
Mobile: 0447 931 315 
Email: gms198@dodo.com.au 

SECRETARY: Joy Williams 
Mobile: 0418 759 056 
Email: asdwasecretary@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT: Jon Cantrall 
Mobile: 0427 129 779 
Email: wongaburra01@outlook.com.au 

TREASURER: Simone Cross 
Mobile: 0438 370 235 
Mobile: asdwatreasurer@gmail.com 
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Welcome to the Xmas edition of the ASDWA Newsletter. 
 
I hope the rest of Australia is enjoying the bumper season like we are!  I have never seen stock prices (including working 
dogs) at these premiums. 
 
COVID has played hell with our sport as it has with people’s health and livelihoods Australia wide.  The rural community 
has emerged relatively unscathed, however I am aware not all our members are farmers, and our average age is a 
concern, so I hope everybody is in good health and travelling well. 
 
I believe trialling has been underway in most states, if a little constrained.  It is a good feeling to get back on the peg and 
to quote Rhonda OC; to get a dose of “doctor pen”.   
 
The supreme in Tasmania for 2022 will be a much-anticipated event, with Lee and his committee                    
initiative-taking and has the making of a great occasion. 
 
May the sunshine be on your back, the road rise up to meet you and all your pups grow up to be champions.  Merry 
Christmas to you all and a prosperous new year. 
 
Regards, 
Michael Grant  

 
 
Western Australia’s Presidents Report 
 
We have been lucky in WA to have been able to have our clubs conduct the full schedule of trials during 2021.  The 
Great Southern club conducted the last arena trial of the year at the lovely Muresk grounds from 12th to 14th of 
November. It was an excellent trial, with Peter Gorman winning the Open final with Coshies Dusty, who also for the 
second year, is WA’s arena dog of the year.  
 
WAWSDA has a new constitution as required by our State Governments 2015 legislation. It can be seen on our website. 
 
Hopefully in 2022 we can have the Supreme as planned in Tasmania and those triallers that want to compete at the 
highest level and or meet old friends, are able to do so. I would like to wish everyone a great festive season and good 
trialling in 2022. 
 
Regards, 
Rod Forsyth 

 
 
 
 
 
This edition was provided with Xmas pooch pics 
from the talented Charlley McQuade-Hall. You 
can find her on Facebook under Charlley’s 
Studios. Thanks, Charlley! 
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Victoria’s President’s Report 

Firstly, I would like to express our sympathy to Graham Halsall and family on the sudden passing of Nancy.  Nancy was a 

member of the VWSDA for many years and a highly commended competitor and judge.  Nancy Halsall, with Graham 

would sometimes run 4 to 5 trials a year between arena and yard trails and ran them to perfection.  She will be greatly 

missed by many.   

In July, we welcomed our newest Trial run by The South West Sheepdog Club which was formed in 2020.  The club 

successfully ran its first Trans-Tasman three sheep trial at Branxholme in western Victoria. So congratulations to the Club 

for a professionally run trial. We go into next year with a full calendar of Trials and lots of new members. 

From the VWSDA Council, and our Secretary I take this opportunity to thank our Sponsors Hypro and Alex Scott & Staff 

for their ongoing sponsorship. I wish everyone Happy Christmas and a safe and Health New Year. 

Bill Paton 

 

South Australia’s President’s Report 

We have had five great trials held in the second half of the year in South Australia. This included our State 

Championships which was held at a new venue at Crystal Brook. This brought new spectators to our sport and by the 

feedback I received, everyone had an enjoyable couple of days. People are looking forward to the event returning again 

next year.  I would like to thank everyone that assisted in the running of the event especially the Crystal Brook Show 

Society. I would also like to acknowledge the continued support of our major sponsor Hypro Dog Food. Their 

contribution to our state is very much appreciated and valued. Congratulations go to Stefan Cross and his dog Echo Park 

Bazza in not only winning the SA State Championships but also attaining the title of SA Dog of the Year.  

Thanks go again to all members and spectators for supporting all the trials in South Australia. Hopefully when the 

borders open, we can once again compete against the interstate competitors. I hope you all have a safe and enjoyable 

Christmas. 

Anthony Ireland  

 

Queensland’s President’s Report 

What a great year of trialling 2021 has been in Queensland. This year we held,17 x 3 sheep trials, 4 x short course trials, 

1x yard dog trial and 1 x utility trial throughout the state.  Although our trials have now ended for 2021 it was great to 

seeing 2 new trials well supported this year and its looking good for at least 2 more trials starting up in 2022. 

The majority of Queensland has recently seen good rainfalls which will only help with sheep availability for the year with 

many of our trial dates already locked for 2022. 

I would like to thank each of our trial committees for the effort they have made to ensure that every trial was a 

remarkable success. 

 Whilst being unable to travel to Tasmania for the Australian Supreme this year I know quite a number of Queenslanders 

are looking forward to traveling down in 2022 all going well.  

And finally, a big thankyou to our major sponsor DogPro Plus for their continued support of sheep dog trials. Your 

support in hugely appreciated and we look forward to collaborating with you next year. 

Thank you and Happy Trialling 
Barry Knight 
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Tasmania’s Presidents Report 
 
Hi everyone across Australia, it seems like an eternity since we last had the chance up in person at a Supreme and 
unfortunately, we will have to wait another year before we get the chance again. Despite the continued delays and 
disappointments that the pandemic has caused us all, Tasmania is still fully committed to running the nest Supreme and 
Trans-Tasman Test here in 2022. As Tasmanian president I’d like to personally thank every Tasmanian member, as well 
as the ASDWA members states for the continued and unwavering support that I have enjoyed. In particular a big thank 
you to Jane Gallichan for the many hours of your time that you’ve invested is assisting us to secure ongoing government 
support and funding to ensure our events will continue and prosper in 2022. To every Tasmanian trial committee that 
have made the effort to run trials over this extremely difficult period of time, thank you. Our major sponsor Coprice 
have once again recommitted their alliance and partnership with Tasmania and stand with us for 2022, what a great 
partner they have been for sheepdog trials over a very long periods of time. We sincerely invite each and every member 
to attend our Supreme which has been confirmed for October 15-23, 2022, fingers crossed all goes to plan.  
 
Regards, Lee Jamieson 
 

 
 
New South Wales’s President’s Report 

 
NSW has had another year with only a few trials due to the Covid outbreak in the state, but with Vaccination rates 
looking good for NSW we are really hoping that things will be getting back to something close to normal in 2022 and 
hoping some of us we will be able to even travel to a few interstate trials. We were fortunate enough to dodge some of 
the Covid lockdowns at times and we have been lucky to have been able to hold some trials including our State 
Championship Trial at Molong for the last 2 years and we are looking forward to it again in March 2022 straight after the 
National Trial in Hall ACT. These 2 great trials so close together make it well worthwhile for our interstate triallers 
travelling to compete. 
 
I would like to congratulate Bill Davidson for winning NSW Dog of the Year with Wirchelliba Stormy, Mick Hudson for 
winning Handler of the Year and Kyleigh Victory winning Rookie of the year. 
On behalf of the NSWSDWI we would like to congratulate Jon Cantrall on being voted into the Vice Presidents position 
of the ASDWA Committee and Paul Darmody again doing the job of Patron, Peter Welch as Public Officer and Tony 
Chaloner being the Auditor.   
It is great to see our NSW members willing to give up their time for our sport.  
 
I would also like to thank Dogpro for their ongoing support of sheepdog trialling and remind members to support 
Dogpro by purchasing and promoting their great product. 
 
On behalf of the NSWSDW, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year 
Nick Ryan  
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The Australian Sheepdog Workers Association Inc. 

           
                   President -- Michael Grant P.O. Box 29 Westbury. TAS 7303                               mob 0447 931 315 
                   Vice President – Jon Cantrall 28L Lonsdale Rd Dubbo NSW 2830                        mob 0427 129 779 
                   Secretary – Mrs Joy Williams Po Box 2524 Nerang DC QLD  4211                        mob 0418 759 056 
                   Treasurer – Mrs Simone Cross Po Box 577 Strathalbyn SA 5255                          mob 0438 370 235 

 
             Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Australian Sheepdog Workers Association Incorporated  

Held by Teleconference Wednesday 27 October 2021 
Present: - Executive: - Grant Cooke-Michael Grant-Joy Williams-Simone Cross. 

Delegates: - NSW – Nick Ryan – Mick Hudson.  QLD – Barry Knight – Tony Jackson. 
TAS – Lee Jamison – Bernard McGlasson.   VIC – Bill Paton – Jean Moir. 
WA – Rod Forsyth – Gordon Curtis.  SA – Stefan Cross - Milton Cross. 

Observers: - Paul Darmody-Ann Wherry-Alison Burrell-Linda Mitchel-Louise Reilly-Susan Young-Jess McLeod-Marion 
Whalan-Ken Jalbart-Lance Clifford-   John Cantrall - Jim OConnell.  
(Due a very bad connection at the start of this Hook up I never picked up Geoff Gibson-Julie Birkett 
 Wayne McMillan.) 
Meeting Opened 7.05. pm.   ADST Queensland.      Chaired by Grant Cooke. 
Apologies: - Anthony Ireland – Josh Marshall. 

One Minute of Silence was observed in recognition of the passing of members in the past year. 
Confirmation of the minutes of the previous AGM held by Teleconference Wednesday 25 September 2020.    
Moved Joy Williams as a true and accurate record.    Seconded VIC   Carried. 
Business Arising from minutes’:  Joy reported voting count for Vice President Michael Grant should have read WA-VIC-
TAS-SA-QLD=10 votes Elected. 
President’s Report: - Read by Grant Cooke. Grant tabled his report. See attached file.   Moved Grant Cooke Seconded 
VIC Carried. 
Treasurers Report: - Simone Cross opened by thanking Tony Chaloner for auditing the books of the Association. Tony is 
extremely thorough in this task and undertakes the role in a voluntary capacity.  
 Opening Balance- $52,176.00. Total Income- $27,176.11. Total Expenditure- $15,450.60. 
 Balance of Funds 30-06-21- $64,196.35.  
Including Term Deposits 1 = $14,562.45.  2 = $15,504.82. Simone Cross moved her report be accepted as a true and 
accurate record and all accounts be passed for payment. Seconded WA Carried 
Election of Office Bearers: - Grant Cooke stayed in the chair as outgoing President. 
President:   Michael Grant  Nominated by TAS Seconded by WA  Carried 
Vice President:   Jon Cantrell  Nominated by WA Seconded by TAS Carried 
Treasurer:   Simone Cross  Nominated by SA Seconded by NSW Carried 
Secretary:    Joy Williams  Nominated by QLD Seconded by Vic Carried 
Patron:    Paul Darmody  Nominated by NSW Seconded by VIC Carried 
Public Officer:   Peter Welch  Nominated by NSW Seconded by QLD Carried 
Auditor:   Tony Chaloner  Nominated by NSW Seconded by WA Carried 
Supreme 2022 Publicity Officer’s:   Lee Jamison/Jane Gallichan Nominated by TAS  
Seconded by WA Carried. 
Comments From the Floor:  Thank You to Grant Cooke. Paul Darmody, Bill Paton, Michael Grant:  On behalf of all the 
members of the ASDWA, we thank you for your input in what has been a critical and very difficult couple of years for our 
sport. You have had to deal with many contentious issues, which you have handled to the best of your ability, along with 
the support of your team.  We thank you. 
Next Meeting: - Supreme Tasmania 2022 AGM date to be advised.     Meeting Closed: -    7.30pm. ADST Queensland. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting for the 

Australian Sheepdog Worker Association Incorporated 
Held by Teleconference Wednesday 2021 

 
Delegates: - As per AGM Report. 
Observers: - As per AGM Report with the inclusion of Grant Cooke. 
Meeting Chaired by:  Michael Grant. 
Meeting Opened: -   7.30pm. ADST Queensland.   
Apologies: - As per AGM Report. 
Minutes: - Of the previous General Meeting held by Teleconference 8 September 2021. 
Joy Williams Moved as a true and accurate record.       Seconded VIC    Carried 
Business Arising from the Minutes. Joy Williams Reported a mistake in the wording from the General Discussion- 
VIC -NSW Presentation of sheep needs to improve. Should read Preparation of sheep needs to improve. 
Correspondence: - Inward and Outward: - Joy Williams moved that the inward be received, and the Outward be 
endorsed Seconded TAS Carried. 
Business arising from Correspondence: - NIL. 
Treasurers Report: - Opening Balance $64,196.32.   Total Income $31,261.78.  Total Expenditure $17,867.75 
Term Deposit 1 = $14,562.45.  Term Deposit 2 = $15,527.89.  Balance of funds: - $77,590.38.  
$5000.00 Due to Tasmania for the Supreme be held over until 2022. 
Simone Cross asked that the Secretaries Honorarium fee be paid. And her fee to be Donated back to the ASDWA. 
Simone Cross moved that her report be accepted as a true and accurate record and all accounts be passed for payment. 
Seconded WA. 
Notices of Motion: - Motion 1.  Moved by Tasmania: - Tas moves that the Dates for the 2022 Supreme Australian 
Sheepdog Championships will be held from Nov 12-20 with the following format. 
Amendment to Motion 1 to read. Tas moves that the Dates for the 2022 Supreme Australian Sheepdog Championships 
will be held from October 15-23 with the following format. Seconded by WA Carried. 
Motion 2: - Moved by Tasmania.  Tas moves that Lee Jamieson be appointed as the responsible representative of the 
ASDWA for the purpose of researching and implementing steps required to seek classification as a sport. 
Seconded NSW Carried. 
(Please refer to attached original documents for full text on both Motions) 
General Business: - Memberships and Affiliation Fees.  To stay as is.   Moved WA. Seconded VIC Carried. 
Honorarium Payments for Treasurer and Secretary: - To stay as is.  Moved VIC seconded WA Carried. 
NSW Pointed out: Any increases in ADSWA Levies to be stated in writing to the states 12mths prior. 
(Approved at General Meeting Warwick 27-6-12) 
Other General Business: -   SA. NSW Thanked Tasmania for changing the dates for the Supreme Tasmania 2022. 
NSW   Three test series, winner best of three in Tasmania. Concerns re Supreme trials getting too late in the year. Time 
frames for getting to New Zealand. 
2022 Supreme Tasmania: - The format will be similar to what was laid out for the 2021 Supreme, as the event moves 
closer more information will become available. Tasmania will keep all states informed. 
QLD NSW - Voiced concerns on the process the ASDWA used to select Vice President. Suggesting the ASDWA involves 
the states more. 
SA - Asked on behalf of Anthony Ireland thoughts on how best to go about teaching workers some of the processes the 
insurance company are suggesting we put in place.  
ASDWA Asking all the states for Ideas. With the thought to have one document that would suit all states  
Jon Cantrall spoke on Risk Assessment.  
 
Next Meeting    Wednesday 16 February 2022. 
Meeting closed 8.10pm ADST Queensland 
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We Celebrate in 2022, Over 150 years of Sheepdog Trialling in Australia 
 
“Thanks Mate, we shut the gate” 
 
For 150 years stockmen and women have been lining up to prove that their dog is the best in the district. 
These impromptu local events led to competitions being held at agricultural shows and field days across 
Australia and have become the sheepdog trials of today.  
During the 1800’s sheepdog trials in Australia had become a popular sport.  
 

An article in Town & Country, April 1871 writes about the Burrangong Pastoral Sheepdog 
Trial, NSW where 3 dogs were entered.   
The first official sheepdog trial in Australia, was held in 1879 at the Forbes 6th Annual 
Agricultural Show, NSW: 
 

“At the trial of sheepdogs today there were seven entries, including some of the best dogs 
in the colonies. After some severe tests the judges divided between Mr Charles King's Kelpie and Mr C E Gibson 
Tweed. The latter dog was sent for specially from Tasmania to compete. Both dogs worked magnificently, and 
it is likely that the amount of first prize (20 Guineas) will be doubled, so that both owners will get equal money. 
Flockmasters came from distances of 150 miles to see the trial, and avowed it was the grandest contest they 
ever saw. The dogs worked one and three sheep respectively and notwithstanding the continuous rain, some 
hundreds of people watched the trials for six hours, with unflagging interest. Phil Mylechrane was reputedly 
the judge at this competition.” (Ref: Forbes (NSW: Shire) Council & Forbes History book Committee.1997 The History of Forbes, 

NSW). 

 
Organisers drew up their own rules, courses, and tests. It wasn’t until the formation of Sheepdog Workers 
Associations that courses, scoring, and judging became increasingly standardised.  An interesting indication of 
the rules and regulations for the events conducted at the Sydney Easter Show, 1891, 2 classes- the first for "Dogs 

or Sluts (any age) and the second for "Puppy Dog or Slut (under 12 months old)".  
(The term ‘slut’ an Americanism. “By 19th century ‘slut’ was used to describe a female dog” ref: The American Heritage Dictionary, 5th 
Edition.) 
 The rules were: - 
1 That dogs shall work three sheep in the first instance, and subsequently any number the Judges may appoint.  
2 Size of the yard to be three hurdles long and one hurdle wide, and hurdles nine feet long.  
3 The owner of any dog competing for a prize shall not be allowed to assist his dog in yarding the sheep.  
4 The owner shall be allowed to accompany his dog to the boundary before starting him, but shall restrict himself to the said 
boundary, and shall not be allowed to go outside the boundary. The boundary the owner is allowed to go to is one hundred yards 

every way from the pen where the sheep are to be yarded.  
5. Distances to be shown by stakes (with flags) driven into the ground fifty yards apart.  
6. Time to be taken from the start of the dog  
7. Any person or persons bringing dogs on the ground and allowing them to run loose, either by mistake or otherwise, shall be fined 

the sum of 10 shillings.  
8. If any person shall ill-use his dog, he shall be fined 1 pound. In the event of the said person refusing to pay the fine he shall be 

disqualified from running a dog at any future meeting.  
9. The Judges shall award the prize to whichever they deem the best working dog, whether such dog yard his sheep or not.  
10. The Judge’s decision shall be final in all cases without recourse.  
11. The time for working dogs shall be 10 minutes for each competitor but this may be extended by permission of the Committee. 

(Has much changed today?) 
 
1943 saw the creation of The National Sheep Dog Trial Championships in the ACT., held at Manuka Oval, to 
raise money for the war effort. 78 years later, held today at Hall Village Showground, with competitors and 
dogs from across the country competing for the coveted Duke of Gloucester Sash.   
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The Australian Sheepdog Workers' Association was the brainchild of Mr. Ted Gaby from Binalong in New South 
Wales (formally from Tasmania). Following meetings at the Canberra Nationals in 1985, 1986 and 1987, 
the ASDWA was formed in 1988. 
 

Over 150 years of sheepdog trialling history, so many excellent dogs and handlers, a rich history full of stories, 
held through war, drought, flood, pestilence and COVID, we, the sheepdog men and women have maintained 
and will keep this unique Australian sport growing. 

             (Silver dog Collar. Cobar Champion Sheepdog Trial. Presented by 
Pierce Goold Esq.    July 1st, 1884.  Won by D. Edgar’s “Moss”) 

 

 

 

                                 You are invited to compete in  

                 The 79th National Sheep Dog Trial Championships  

                               14th to 20th March 2022.  Hall Showground, ACT. 

Prize Money  for winners of the Open- $5,000,  Improver -$1,000, Maiden- $2,000 

Judges:   Open- Paul Darmody    Maiden- Jon Cantrall 

Celebrate over 150 years of sheepdog trialling in Australia. Stamps depicting sheepdogs from Australia Post 
will be launched recognising this milestone. 

Entry forms on the website from 16 December:   http://nationalsheepdogtrials.org.au  

Entry closes the 16th February 2022. 

Proudly sponsored by Dog Pro Plus and the ACT Government. 

Look forward to seeing you there.                              

Enquires: natsheepdogtrials@gmail.com                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://nationalsheepdogtrials.org.au/
mailto:natsheepdogtrials@gmail.com
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