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Introducing Michael Grant Vice President  

Hi to my fellow members of the ASDWA. I have been asked for a resume for those who do not know 
me. 

I was born in Tanzania in East Africa in 1954 where my parents were part of the British Medical 
Service. I was home schooled to the age of ten as the nearest school was 3,000 miles away. Our 
family emigrated to Tasmania in 1964 as Tanzania became independent and politically unstable.  

I had an idealic childhood in the semi-rural Tamar Valley. Passed Matriculation, Mathôs, Science and 
English Literature. I left school in 1974 and had a s stint in southwest Queensland, mustering cattle 
and boundary riding, followed by a season in the cane fields of Beenleigh.  

Then as a turning point in my life I emigrated to New Zealand for a year of mixed farming on the 
Canterbury Plains followed by a Diploma in Agriculture and Diploma in Farm Management and 
Valuation in Lincoln University. 

After two years of academic life I was itching to go farming and was lucky to secure a job on a 69,000 
acre remote high county station in the southern alps west of Christchurch. It was there I came to 
Merino sheep and the shepherd and dogs that cared for them. I set about acquiring a team of dogs 
and have never been without a working dog ever since.  
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I moved back to Tasmania in 1977 to manage a fine wool 
property. I had a hankering to be ñthe bossò and I managed to buy 
my first farm and entered the world of mortgages and overdrafts. 
Apart from a dairying conversation I have had my own flock of 
sheep ever since.  

I worked for five years as an Agronomist for a local Ag company 
and then purchased a livestock marketing business from an old 
friend as his health failed.  MY wife Louise and I ran this business 
for ten years, marketing up to 100,000 lambs and mutton a year 
and between 3 ï 5,000 head of cattle.  

Today we are semi-retired involved in the livestock marketing on a 
part-time basis and running a small holding of 65 acres, lambing 
300 Coopworth ewes and finishing our lambs on irrigated lucerne.  

My dog trialling career spans 43 years with a couple of breaks. 
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